, chondroitinases (5,13,33,36), or keratanase (35) . Whereas some authors have reported on the absence of proteolytic activity in their GAGdegrading enzyme preparations (2, 3, 7, 27) , others have called attention to the presence of proteases in these preparations (14, 15, 18, 21, 30 It has also been shown that immunocytochemical staining of fibronectin is improved by treatment of sections with testicular hyaluronidase (9, 10, 12, 17, 20, 31 (4, 6, 11, 16, 29) .
Another implication arising from proteolytic contamination occurs when these preparations are used in functional studies of living organisms, to investigate biological effects of GAG removal (1, 7, 8, 27 (9, 25, 35) .
In this report, we present the results of a study of several GAGdegrading enzyme preparations that were tested for proteolytic activity, with or without proteinase inhibitors, using a solid-phase assay. zone after incubation, whereas other proteases give a more diffuse ring.
Materials and Methods
The diameter of the ring was taken as a measure of the proteolytic activity.
Results
The solid-phase protease assay used in this study is a convenient method for rapid estimation of proteolytic activity in solutions. 
Reproducibility

Discussion
The problem ofproteolytic contamination in GAG-degrading enzyme preparations has been recognized previously (14, 15, 18, 21, 30 Again, EDTA appears to be the disturbing factor in the mixture.
We conclude that the GAG-degrading enzyme preparations are not contaminated by trypsin.
In conclusion, the protease assay used in this study turned out to be a rapid and sensitive probe for screening enzyme prepara- 
